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surplus of 5 lacs was reported when items properly charge-
able to the two regimes existing in the financial year had been
taken into consideration.l

The future was not brightened by the necessity of providing
immediately for defence and for the maintenance of order, on
a scale larger than anticipated at first, due to the unexpectedly
rapid withdrawal of British troops. Defence forces in 1921-2,
exclusive of Levies, the cost of which was assumed by H.M.
Government, were to cost Rs. 127,09,455,2 whereas in the
previous year they had cost Rs. 88,50,000 inclusive of Levies.3

Although Defence Forces for the time being took the form of
Levies and Police, the Council had provided, on January 6th,
1921, the nucleus of an 'Iraq General Staff, with Major J. I.
Eadie as temporary Adviser until the arrival of Col. P. C.
Joyce in April. The creation of a national army was stimulated
by the necessity of absorbing as far as possible, the large and
articulate group of unemployed and discontented ex-officers
from the Turkish army. The problem was further aggravated
by the acute jealousy between the ex-Sharifian and ex-Turkish
officers. Many of the latter would take no office and publicly
predicted the early return of the Turks.

The entire question of the development of the defence forces,
together with the question of a ruler for elraq were among the
principal questions brought before the Cairo Conference in
March, 1921.

1 Admin. Report, 1920-1922, p. 23.

3 Budget of 'Iraq Government, 1921-1922 (Baghdad,  1921),  Ch   VIA, vis,
vif, pp  ip, 12

3 Admtn Repott, 1920-1922, p  25.

302